Life-threatening
cancers detected
THE Lions Club of
Waikerie held its free skin
screening at the Waikerie
Medical Centre last
Saturday and Sunday under
the banner of the Lions
Cancer Institute of Western
Australia.
Spokesperson for the project
and Waikerie Lions Club cabinet
director Joe Vikor said the local
appointments were booked out
almost as soon as they opened.
“We had about 80 people we
couldn’t accommodate due to
a full appointment book, so it
shows there is a real need for
this in our community, and it
was pleasing to see people taking
the time out for their health,”
Mr Vikor said.
“Funding for this project
comes primarily from Lions
Clubs and other donations and
there is no charge to the patient
for the service.
“Of the appointments we had
available we managed to screen
221 community members over
the two days.
“Our results showed 38 of the
people screened had life-threatening lesions detected, while
54 people were referred to their
general practitioner (GP).”
The screening personnel involved at the Waikerie Lions
Club free screening days were
Siva Lowings, Chris Lowings

and Colin Beauchamp, all from
Western Australia.
“These three personnel have
completed advanced courses
overseas in dermocopy presented by Giuseppe Argenziano,
Jergan Kreusch and Horacio
Cabo,” Mr Vikor said.
“Giuseppe Argenziano is
credited with being the author
of the three-point and seven-point checks.
“Both Lowings and Beauchamp all have been screening
for a number of years, having
over 30 years combined experience.”
At the Waikerie skin screenings no for mal prognosis or
diagnosis was offered to the
community members screened,
but any patient believed to have
an area of skin that requires further investigation was handed
a sheet with an indication of
the area of concern shown on a
skeletal drawing.
The person screened was
then urged to make an urgent
appointment with his/her nominated general GP to have the
area of concern investigated
further.
Mr Vikor said it was disappointing to see that out of the
221 people screened at Waikerie
that only 120 had ever had a skin
screening before.
“The Riverland has one of the
highest rates of skin cancers in
Australia so this number was
surprising.

Lions 2017 free skin
screening statistics:
Total number screened: 221
Number met criteria: 130
Number males: 98
Number females: 123 		
Total number suspect lesions: 92
Number suspected of being ‘life
threatening’: 38
Number persons referred to GP for further
investigation: 54
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WAIKERIE Lions Club president David Liebich presenting
Lion Dr Ken Wanguhu from Waikerie Medical Centre with a
Lions certificate of appreciation for use of the medical centre
rooms after 221 community members received free screenings.
“We recommend anyone who
hasn’t been tested and think
they have a suspect lesion to see
their GP,” he said.
“Seeing a GP on a regular
basis would prevent some of the
problems.”
The Lions Club skin screenings act as a filtering agency;
and its referral rate averages between 27 per cent and 30 per cent
when 100 patients are screened,
and 63 of those would normally
not have any suspect lesions.
The protocols under which
the Lions screening program
operates are designed to support local medical practitioners
aimed at leaving the nominated
medical practitioner more time
to deal with the patients who
have problems rather than looking at patients with clear skin.

Previous screening
history:
Number screened within last 6 months: 8
Number screened between 6 and 12
months: 34
Number previously screened over 12
months ago: 59
Number never been screened before: 120
Note: All lesions are suspect until proven
otherwise by further medical examination.

ASSISTING patients at the Waikerie Lions Club free skin screenings held at the Waikerie Medical Centre
last weekend, back (left), Lion Siva Lowings, Lion Marilyn Miller, Lions director skin cancer screening Chris
Lowings, Lions cabinet director Joe Vikor and Waikerie Lions president David Liebich. Front (left), Lions
ladies Marilyn Liebich, and Cheryl Mortimer, student doctor Alex Durman and Lions skin cancer screening
chair Colin Beauchamp.
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All members of the Waikerie High
School Community are welcome.
Tea & coffee will be provided.
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Part-Time Member Murray–Darling
Basin Authority
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (the Authority) is an independent
expertise-based statutory agency that is responsible for planning the
sustainable and integrated management of the Murray-Darling Basin’s water
resources. The Authority comprises the Chair, the Chief Executive Officer
and four part-time Authority member positions. The Authority is seeking
to fill two part-time member positions. Expressions of interest are invited
from persons wishing to be considered for appointment to the Authority
for up to 4 years.
Members must have a high level of expertise in one or more areas related to
the Authority’s functions, including: water resource management; hydrology;
freshwater ecology; resource economics; irrigated agriculture; public sector
governance; financial management and Indigenous matters relevant to Basin
water resources. Members will be required to travel regularly to Canberra
and regional locations.
Applications may only be submitted online to the Department of Agriculture
and Water Resources. An application form and an information pack are
available at http://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/jobs/job-vacancies
Expressions of interest should outline your relevant experience and include
a recent CV and the contact details of two referees, and be submitted by
5pm Monday 13 March 2017.
Please contact Sue Grant on 02 6272 4640 or Matt Kemp on
02 6272 4713 or via email at mdbavacancy@agriculture.gov.au
if you require futher information.
One APS Career…. Thousands of Opportunities
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For more important information on how you can
Fight the Bite, contact your local council or visit
sahealth.sa.gov.au/FightTheBite
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